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A message from the principal 

 

The first semester is quickly coming to an end.  Nov. 29 was the midpoint of the 

second quarter so there are only four and a half weeks left after that date. We are 

very committed to helping all students do their best, so we are offering many oppor-

tunities to provide additional support.  Saturday school will be offered on Dec. 15, 

study-table sessions are offered every Monday afternoon and Wednesday morning 

before school starting at 7:00 a.m.  Study tables will also be offered every day from 

Jan. 3 until the end of the first semester on Jan. 9 after school.  In addition, the li-

brary is open each morning at 7:00 a.m. for students to come in and get their work 

done.  Hopefully, students will take advantage of these opportunities and seek help 

if they need it.   

We will be starting the registration process before you receive the next newsletter.  

Please look at the schedule found under the Guidance Office section on page 5 for 

more information.  Our society, especially our local economy, is struggling to find 

enough employees to keep up with their needs. They are looking for employees 

who are willing to work hard and have the ability to effectively communicate; many 

also want employees to have technical skills.  Our goal is for students to make in-

formed decisions when registering for courses for next year to best prepare them for 

life after high school.  When students get their registration materials, please talk to 

them about their courses for next year. 

On behalf of everyone at Western Dubuque High School, we wish you a happy and 

healthy holiday season. 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us 
 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your 

email, please contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us or call her at 

563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/
mailto:laura.hoerner@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us
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Commentary on social media 

BY JAKE FELDMANN, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL AND SARA JENAMAN, SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 

The use of social media has been on the rise for several years, and, like anything else, with it comes positives and negatives.  From 

the school and law enforcement perspectives, social media has resulted in pros and cons as well.  Social media has created a new 

form of communication, and some of it has been problematic.  Youth and parents alike have heard a new term that has arisen from 

this type of communication called “sexting.”  We say “term” and not “crime” because “sexting” in and of itself is not a crime.  

However, “sexting” can turn into a crime when someone under the age of 18 is involved.  Some of our students are quick to say 

“BUT…I didn’t ask for the picture,” but, nonetheless, being in possession of a sexually explicit photo of a minor (under the age of 

18) is illegal.  Then, if it is taken one step further and sent to another person, we have a second crime called dissemination.   

As the Assistant Principal and School Resource Officer, we are aware many parents have heard this information before.   We also 

know your student has been instructed concerning this, as Jessica Pape from Riverview Center has been in their classrooms to teach 

them this information.  Nevertheless, the reason we are repeating this message is to stress the importance of conversing with your 

student so that he or she understands your expectations concerning his or her phone or computer use.  Without this reminder from 

the people who care about them the most, many teenagers tend to get caught up in the moment, and they don’t think about the con-

sequences of their actions.     

One other topic involving social media that we want to touch on is what everyone knows as “bullying,” or “cyberbullying.”  This is 

something already addressed in the school’s policy, but it needs to go further than just being written down.  We also encourage you 

to talk to your student about this matter.  Again, it is not necessarily a crime, but rather it becomes a crime when it fits into the Iowa 

Code for Harassment.  Harassment is defined as a person who intends to “intimidate, annoy or alarm another person” by communi-

cating with them “without a legitimate purpose and in a manner likely to cause the other person annoyance or harm.”  Your student 

needs to hear from you that this type of behavior will not be tolerated.  If it is happening at school, our experience tells us the school 

will address it the first time, and they will ask you to address it as well.  If the behavior does not stop, they will turn it over to the 

proper law enforcement agency.   

So far, most of the above issues have been handled by the administration alone, but we think it is important for students and parents 

to be aware that these issues are taken seriously and not simply overlooked.  It is also important for everyone to be aware that evi-

dence of the above offenses is permanently recorded when the communication occurs over a phone or on a computer.  Whether or 

not these offenses are deleted, they are always traceable, and none of us want something that could have easily been prevented to 

have a lasting—and devastating—effect.        

WDHS students participate 

in art show  
 

BY NIKKI CUPPS 
 

At Clarke University in Dubuque, an art 

show was held on Friday, Nov. 9. From 

every school chosen, only three students 

made it into the art show. From WDHS, 

Bre Honkomp, Katy Fishnick, and Larissa 

Wilming each had a piece that got entered 

into the show. Four other artistic students 

were able to go along for a day at Clarke 

as well. Of the three students whose art 

was submitted, Bre  Honkomp was recog-

nized as one of the top artists in the 

Clarke Art Show. The group spent the rest 

of the day doing fun activities around 

Clarke. The participants agree that figure 

drawing was the best. 

 
Students chosen to attend the art show, left to right:  Katie Koopmann, Molly Becker, 

Larissa Wilming, Sydney Fox, Stephanie Knipper, Bre Honkomp, and Katy Fishnik. 
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Bobcat Allies bully confer-

ence  

BY ALLY ZAUCHE 

On Nov. 27, the Bobcat Allies sent three 

staff members (Ms. Michele Meade, Ms. 

Josie Kennicott, and Mr. Jacob Feldmann), 

along with five high school students (Isaac Ehlers, Sydney 

Lundgren, Abby Rollins, Nicole Valentine, and Brenna 

Wolfe) to Des Moines for Governor Terry Branstad’s Bully-

ing Prevention Summit. The bullying summit taught stu-

dents how they can help stop bullying and how schools can’t 

stop bulling alone; they need the community to help as well.  

It was a long day for our students, with a four-hour drive to 

Des Moines and the summit lasting from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

This conference was open to all high school students in Io-

wa, and the students met many new people with different 

experiences and ideas. This conference has recently become 

popular because people are realizing how serious bullying 

has become. Hopefully, the students will be able to share 

what they have learned with not only the students, but also 

the community.  This experience will be a step in helping to 

end bullying in both our own school district and our state. 

Singin’ & dancin’ 

 
BY BROOKE BOCKENSTEDT 

 

With competition season in a few months, the WD show choirs are in full practice mode. 5th Avenue, the varsity show choir, has 

been working since July on their five songs: “Live in Living Color,” “Ants Marching, Flight,” “Tonight, Tonight,” and “Every 10 

Seconds.” Ms. Tipple directs 5th Avenue, and the show choir features the fiddle and cello this year. Aristocats, led by Ms. Water-

man, began in August, and their songs are “Born This Way,” “Barbie Girl,” “Someone Like You,” and “Let’s Get Loud.” 5 th Ave-

nue is set for some high competition this year with the move into 4A territory, but the members are ready to get started. The WD 

show choirs have seven competitions this year, including the annual invitational hosted at WDHS. Let the makeup and hairspray 

messes begin! 

‘Tis the season to be giving! 

BY MEGAN KEMP 

WDHS National Honor Society had their annual food drive from Nov. 12 to Nov. 16. Students were encouraged to bring in a total of 

5,000 pounds of canned goods, toiletries, boxed items, bottled water, and money to donate to the local food pantries. In hopes of at-

tracting more donators, NHS held a contest for the Bobcat Groups. The winning Bobcat Group would be the one who contributed the 

highest amount of pounds to the food drive. The prize given at the end of the week consisted of free doughnuts and juice for the stu-

dents of the winning Bobcat Group. Congratulations to Mr. Lansing’s Bobcat Group, the winning class, with a whooping average of 

45 pounds per person!  The National Honor Society not only reached their goal, but they surpassed it by 3,650 pounds!  Great job on 

donating 8,650 pounds, Western Dubuque!  

What’s cookin’ with Mrs. Walke-Pollitt 

BY MEGAN LENANE 

This year, Western Dubuque High School is using more of a 

hands-on approach in their foods and home economics classes. 

Mrs. Walke-Pollitt, the teacher of these classes, is working to in-

corporate as much cooking as possible. Mrs. Walke-Pollitt is try-

ing to start a community-order program. “We’re proposing a take-

and-bake class in which students will plan, prep, market, and sell 

their products to the community,” said Walke-Pollitt.  This class 

will benefit the students by giving them a hands-on experience in 

recipe selection, budgeting, cost, marketing, and preparing recipes 

that would be available for consumption by the public. It will be 

beneficial for the public by allowing parents the opportunity to 

come home and just pop a home-cooked dish in the oven for their 

family without any work. Classes aren’t the only thing new with 

the Foods Department at Western Dubuque; the  classroom has 

also received a new center island. The new island is equipped with 

new cabinets and countertops.  The Home Economics/Foods De-

partment is truly deserving of this due to their many contributions. 

So far this year, they made the 

Homecoming bars and a soup sup-

per for the teachers during Parent-

Teacher Conference week. Later in 

the year, they will help with Writ-

ers’ Night Out, NHS events, and 

school-to-work events.   
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Bright future for these farmers 

BY EMILY COSTELLO 

The Western Dubuque FFA Chapter is busy working on a wide variety of projects. Fourteen students (Megan Rauen, Rachel Dem-

mer, Lainey German, Jacob Redmond, Jake Callahan, Chloe Christopherson, Becca Zuercher, Adam Simon, Alyssa Dougherty, 

Trevor Wilwert, Grant Keane, Callista Carr, Austin Sparks, and Ryan Crittenden) just returned from the National FFA Convention 

in Indianapolis, Indiana. “Students were exposed to leadership activities as well as great motivational workshops,” said Mr. Lansing, 

the agriculture teacher and head of the chapter. 

The FFA recently made a new addition to their classroom when they brought in three Holstein bull calves. The Working with Ani-

mals class of 22 students is compiled of many students that had never interacted with farm animals before taking the class. Mr. Lan-

sing decided to bring in the calves for a hands-on experience. They plan to keep these calves for three-four weeks, and during this 

time the class will be responsible for feeding, vaccinating, dehorning, castrating, placing hormone implants, and other general care 

of the animals. During their time at Western Dubuque, they are residing in a shed built by the students in Ag Ed 1 and 2. After the 

calves leave, the shed will be sold as a fundraiser, and the money will go to the chapter. This is one of the few fundraisers FFA does. 

One other major fundraiser is still in full swing: the fruit sale. The chapter has a goal of $60,000 in 

sales and has sold roughly $48,000 already. This fundraiser goes toward covering the travel ex-

penses for chapter members. The last date to order fruit was Dec. 6, so that all the fruit comes in 

on Dec. 20—just in time for the holidays!  

Another major project taking place in the FFA room incorporates recycling. The students are do-

ing this project to help rid the environment of unused and potentially harmful items. They are cur-

rently collecting silage bags, waste oil, antifreeze, and old batteries from people in the community. 

This is not the only project FFA is doing to help the community; they are also running a project 

called Food for All, where they plan to provide three local food banks with 1,000 to 1,500 pounds 

of meat products for local families over the Christmas season. They were able to provide 40 or more families in the Western Dubu-

que community an entire Thanksgiving meal to share with their families.  

I spoke with two seniors in the FFA chapter about current projects and events and their favorite part of FFA. “Meeting new people 

and attending leadership workshops and conferences are my favorite parts of FFA. The experiences that I have gotten out of FFA 

are infinite and will help me with careers and experiences in the future,” said Western Dubuque FFA President Megan Rauen. Rau-

en is also the Southeast Sub District Vice President of the Northeast District. As a district officer, she visits other chapters in the 

area and attends many leadership career development events. She is also working on the proficiency and Iowa degree, the highest 

honor in the state.  

“My favorite thing about FFA is all the projects we work on and the new experiences that I’m learning from,” said Jake Callahan, 

who was a previous member of Cascade FFA chapter. He is in Working with Animals, Ag Mechanics, and Farm Business Manage-

ment and said that each class is very different and teaches different lessons, all of which are useful for life. He is one of the students 

working with the calves, and he is also working on a tractor restoration in Ag Mechanics. The students are working on putting a new 

Cummins engine into an older tractor, restoring it to its former glory. The Farm Business Manage-

ment class is currently working on an investment project, during which students look into stocks 

and other investments and determine the best way to invest their money.  

Needless to say, the kids in the FFA 

room are very busy learning life 

skills. The future of the Western 

Dubuque FFA Chapter looks bright. 

    

   

Left:  Mr. Matt Lansing works with students Dylan Wulfekuhle (10) and 

Chloe Christopherson (12) in the Working with Animals course offered 

through NICC.  Here, Mr. Lansing assists the students with the annual fruit 

sales. 

 

PHOTOGRAPH BY ABBY FRIES 
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8th Grade Open House/registration meeting 

On Monday, Feb. 11, 2013, Western Dubuque High School will 

be hosting a registration meeting and Open House for parents 

and their 8th grade son or daughter. The meeting will begin at 

7:00 p.m. in the main gym. This is a MANDATORY meeting 

for any 8th grade student and their parents that are planning on 

attending WDHS next year. Registration forms will be passed 

out, the entire registration process will be explained, any ques-

tions will be answered and tours will be provided for those who 

are interested.  Forms will go home that evening for parents and 

their student to review and choose which classes they would like 

to take. Our counselors will be at the middle 

schools from Feb. 25 - March 8 to collect the 

forms and speak with the students. 

Parental involvement in the registration pro-

cess is critical in order to serve the families 

of the Western Dubuque School District ef-

fectively. 

Registering for the selective service 

Male students who are 18 must register with the selective service within 

30 days of turning 18, by law.  Students can register online  

(www.sss.gov) at age 17 years 3 months.  The information can be stored 

electronically and then registration will be done automatically on their 

18th birthday.  Students may also register in the guidance office. 

Registration information  

for the 2013-2014 school year 

Registration for the 2013-2014 school year will begin the end of 

January.  Once again, parents are invited to attend their student’s 

registration meeting.  If you are able to attend the 15-minute 

meeting, and your student is in grades 9-11 this year, please call 

Becky Gasper, WDHS guidance secretary, at (563) 876-3442 

ext. 3005 to set up a time.  If your student is a current 8th grader, 

please call Linda or Mary Kay at Drexler Middle School at 744-

3371. 

Registration Timeline is as follows: 
 

* Current Juniors will register starting January 28th 

* Current Sophomores will register starting February 4th 

* Current Freshmen will register starting February 14th 

* Current 8th graders will register from February 25th - March 8th 
 

Any parents who cannot attend are asked to get involved by 

looking over the registration form your son or daughter will be 

bringing home. Please approve it with a signature and send it 

back to school with your child the day they register. Students 

will then meet with their high school guidance counselor to com-

plete the registration for the next school year. 

Senior News  
College representatives 

visit WDHS 
Several college representatives have 

already visited with seniors at Western 

Dubuque High School, and many more 

will be scheduled after winter break. 

Students have the opportunity to get 

first-hand information by people who 

actually work at the colleges and to have 

their questions answered. They also 

bring a great deal of printed information 

for the students. 

Students are strongly encouraged to visit 

with representatives of colleges they are 

truly interested in.   

Financial aid night 

There will be a financial aid information 

night at WDHS on Dec. 3rd at 7:00 p.m. 

in the WDHS library for all May 2013 

graduates and their parents or anyone else 

that would like to attend.  A representa-

tive from the ICAN Network will be pre-

senting information on the FAFSA (Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid).  

“Fill Out the FAFSA Day” 

Don’t pay someone to do a service we 

offer for FREE.  The WDHS guidance 

office in partnership with the ICAN Net-

work will offer help filling out your FAF-

SA forms by sponsoring a “Fill Out the 

FAFSA Day” on Friday, Feb. 8, 2013 

from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. by appoint-

ment only.  Parents may call Becky in the 

guidance office at (563) 876-3442 ext. 

3005 to schedule an 

hour time slot.  Ap-

pointments are on a 

first come, first 

serve basis. 

Graduation Date 
Graduation will be on May 26th  

at 2:30 p.m. in the main gym. 

College & Career Fair  

On Tuesday, Jan. 22, the Western Dubuque High School Guid-

ance Department will hold a College & Career Fair for our 

current sophomores and juniors. Students will have the oppor-

tunity to meet with several different colleges, the armed forces, 

and local unions.  This is a great opportunity for us to show 

our students that there are a variety of schools and career 

choices out there. This fair is very beneficial to our registration 

process here at the high school because it can lead students 

towards certain career pathways. This fair serves as the begin-

ning of the college process. 
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Writers’ night out  

BY MISS GRETCHEN KRATOCHWILL, CREATIVE WRITING INSTRUCTOR 

On Dec. 15, 2012, the Western Dubuque High School creative writing and 

journalism students will present an evening of entertainment—the one-act 

plays, short stories, and poems they have written.  In addition to this stu-

dent-driven entertainment, we will also be serving coffee, apple cider, and 

hot chocolate with a selection of desserts provided by Mrs. Liza Walke-

Pollitt and her advanced food fundamentals students.   
 

Thus far, three one-act plays have been selected.  Cheyenne Puetz will di-

rect her play entitled “Letting You Go”; Brooke Bockenstedt will direct her 

play called “Coming Home”; and Megan Lenane will present her one-act 

production, “The Stand-Up Project.”  Each student director was in charge 

of selecting her own cast through student auditions, and practices for these 

performances are already underway.   
 

In addition to these plays, two short stories and three poems will be read by 

their original student authors.  The judging panel is still working on mak-

ing the selections.   
 

The Writers’ Night Out performance is one night only.  It will be held at 

6:00 p.m. on Dec. 15 in the WDHS old gymnasium.  Cost will be $6 for 

adults and $3 for WDHS students.  Please come out and support our stu-

dent writers! 

Activities Department  

 

Excellent Numbers  
 

BY MR. JOHN HLUBEK, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL  

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR  

My parents once told me, “The older you get, the faster 

the days go.”  I certainly now agree with that statement.  

It seemed like the fall season flew by, and now the win-

ter season is underway. 

Our students at the middle school and high school are 

doing a great job of getting involved in extracurricular 

activities, which research has proven, makes them bet-

ter students. 

We had 244 middle school students involved in either 

cross country, football or volleyball.  We also had 234 high school students in-

volved in cross-country, football, volleyball, golf, cheerleading, or dance.  These 

are excellent involvement numbers but there is always room for improvement. 

Thank you to all those volunteers who help Mr. Ross and myself in making our 

activities go so smoothly.  Thank you to our students, teachers, coaches, parents, 

and community members who help support Western Dubuque activities. 

If anyone wants to see a winter schedule, they are located on the Web at 

www.wamacconference.org.  After using this hyperlink, click on Western Dubu-

que, highlight the sport schedule you want, and then click on view. 

John Hlubek 

Activities Director 

YEARBOOK INFORMATION  
 

BY MR. BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR  
 

ATTENTION SENIORS: Senior portraits are due to 

Mr. Ressler by Dec. 14.  Contact your photographer 

and have them email a copy to Mr. Ressler 

(ben.ressler@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us) ASAP.  If you are 

unable to get a hold of your photographer, you can 

bring in a wallet of your portrait as a last resort.  

Don’t get left out of the book! Get your picture turned 

in ASAP!   

 

BOOKS FOR SALE: The 2013 Yearbooks are on 

sale for $57.  March is your last chance to order a 

2013 Yearbook.  We order the exact number of books 

purchased, so don’t miss out!  This year’s book is the 

largest book yet!  The yearbook class has already tak-

en over 15,000 photos and has almost half of the book 

complete!   Get your yearbook today!  Bring a $57 

check to Alice in the activities office to reserve your 

copy today.   

 

Vaughan’s Visions 

AN ORIGINAL COMIC  BY EMILY VAUGHAN 
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Let’s battle…with books! 

BY CHEYENNE PUETZ 

Western Dubuque High School Book Club members are suiting 

up for battle. Do not worry parents; violence is not a part of this 

particular battle. Only the books matter in this case. The annual 

Battle of the Books competition is underway at Western Dubu-

que and throughout several other schools across the state. Ac-

cording to the school librarian, Mrs. Jessica Bogosian, Battle of 

the Books, starting on Nov. 1, is a reading competition that takes 

place across the state. Schools can compete by forming teams of 

four to six students who read a selection of award-winning books 

that are considered quality literature for young adults. A commit-

tee made up of English teachers and librarians decide which 

books are to be chosen. The teams split the books up amongst 

themselves and discuss them together in order to better under-

stand what they are about. On March 15, the teams take a read-

ing comprehension test and gain points for answering questions 

correctly; the second test is taken soon after and is about 

knowledge of the authors. The top 16 teams who have earned the 

most points then go on to the State Battle of the Books in Ames, 

Iowa to compete for the state championship.  

Book Club members all over Iowa are ready to battle, and so are 

the members at Western Dubuque High School. Reading is im-

portant at Western Dubuque, and the Battle of the Books compe-

tition is a great activity to be involved in if you love to read. 

Let’s battle!        

 

 

 

 

 

Western Dubuque welcomes  

Chloe Christopherson 

BY ANA BARRETT 

Western Dubuque Cross Country was graced with a new runner 

this year—one from Australia!  Chloe Christopherson is a sen-

ior foreign-exchange student here at school. Christopherson 

came into the season later than the rest of the runners, but she 

worked hard and made friends quickly. She informed us that 

she had never played sports in Australia, so no one knew what 

to expect from her. Christopherson came to practices and ran 

with the team, and once she began to run in meets, she got bet-

ter every time. Everyone was happy to have her on the team; 

she always had a positive attitude. Christopherson is also in-

volved in FFA, and she is on the bowling team. The main fac-

tor that encouraged Christopherson to become a foreign ex-

change student was her mom, who thought it would be a great 

experience for her. A few of her favorite things about being in 

the United States for this semester include: the extracurricular 

activities that are offered at school, the friendly people, the 

cheap clothes, s’mores, and pumpkin bread. One thing Chris-

topherson doesn’t enjoy is all of the greasy foods here in the 

United States, her least favorite being Mexican cuisine. Chris-

topherson loves all of her classes here at Western Dubuque, but 

her agriculture class with Mr. Lansing is her favorite. After 

graduation, Christopherson plans on pursuing a degree in Vet-

erinarian Science at a university in Australia. One difference 

between our school and her school in Australia is that they go 

six days a week and periods go for 50 minutes, and in Australia 

they get a half an hour recess every day in addition to an hour 

lunch! Christopherson loves country music, and some of her 

favorite singers are the McClymonts, Troy Casser-Daley, and 

Lee Kernaghan. When I asked Christopherson how being a 

foreign-exchange student has affected her, she said, “I’m more 

mature and step out of my comfort zone way more!” If you see 

Chloe Christopherson around the halls, give her a hello; she is 

full of smiles and is always eager to meet someone new.  

Celebrating Veterans Day 

BY JOHNNY MOLONY 

Veterans Day is a solemn, reflective holiday used to honor those who risk, or have risked, their lives in the military. Veterans Day 

has been a holiday for the majority of American history; however, the holiday was not always called Veterans Day. Nov. 11, 1919 

was the first-ever Armistice Day. Armistice Day was created to honor the men and women that died and the veterans of World 

War I. Armistice Day was not be made a national holiday until 1938. After World War II, the holiday was changed to honor veter-

ans of all wars, and the name of the day was changed to Veterans Day. 

On Nov. 9, 2012, an assembly was held at Western Dubuque to honor veterans and celebrate the day. The Veterans Day assembly 

was managed by Western Dubuque senior Nicki Neal. The assembly started at 9:30 a.m. with the presentation of colors. “The Star 

Spangled Banner” was sung by select members of the WDHS choir, and then Western Dubuque junior Rachel Demmer read the 

names of those who have served or are serving in the military and are WDHS alumni or family members of the students and facul-

ty. “The Pledge of Allegiance” was lead by Patrick Leitzen, a Western Dubuque junior, who currently is a member of the armed 

services. Nicki Neal then presented the guest speaker, Justin Welter, after the choir sang a beautiful rendition of American Heroes. 

Justin Welter served in the armed forces as a submarine tech. After he spoke, the ceremony ended with blanks being fired in honor 

of all veterans, and everyone was dismissed in silent reflection.  
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Western Dubuque Science Department strives for green award  
INTERVIEW BY BRAD PRIER 

A question-answer session with one of the WDHS Environmental Science teachers, Michele Meade, about the Green Vision Award  

What is the green award, and where does it come from?  The Green Vision Education Program recognizes schools that practice 

pollution prevention, recycling, energy efficiency, and waste reduction. It comes from the DMASWA (Dubuque Metropolitan Area 

Solid Waste Agency). A school with this award receives a flag and banner.  

What are the requirements?  Staff and faculty must do an assessment of the school, followed by an assessment by DMASWA. The 

school then has to implement the suggestions given by the DMASWA. Then the school can receive its award. 

What is the school doing to get this award? Environmental Science classes are working on "Green Projects" to improve our 

school's carbon footprint and use of resources. 

What is the description of these projects? Projects that currently being worked on include: A1- Energy Survey - looking for ways 

to make WD more efficient; A3- Composting (Zangara) - putting food scraps into soil to make better soil; B1- Rain Gardens - collect 

rain water with native prairie plants and prevent flooding. 

When will this award be complete? This is an ongoing project.  As new ideas and “green” opportunities present themselves, the 

Environmental Science classes and club will continue to strive to ensure our school is as energy efficient as possible.   

The dos and don’ts of fashion 

at Western Dubuque 

BY SYDNEY LUNDGREN 

Every year brings new fashion trends to West-

ern Dubuque. Some I like, and others I wish 

would go back into the closet. Let’s start with 

the bad.  First off, leggings aren’t pants. I 

know this may come as a shock to you, but 

they aren’t. They are only acceptable if you are 

wearing them underneath a dress or something 

else that covers what needs to be covered. An-

other thing that you may notice is boys wear-

ing sandals with socks. Um, gross, you look 

like an elderly Scandinavian tourist. Sandals 

are meant for the warm weather, and socks are 

meant for when it’s cold out. So, I could see 

where you would think that wearing them to-

gether would make sense, but it doesn’t! One 

last thing that I’ve been noticing is pajamas! 

Seriously, I  like to wear comfortable pants just 

as much as the next, but come on, pajamas?! I 

better start listing the good things because I 

could go on for days about things I see that I 

don’t like. Patterned pants are very trendy; 

they add a little bit of color to an otherwise 

drab wardrobe. Another thing that I really love 

is big comfy sweaters. It’s starting to get chil-

ly, so sweaters will keep you nice and warm. 

Now that I’ve given you the low down on fash-

ion at West Dubuque, let’s see if people actual-

ly put it to good use!  
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Fresh thoughts from freshmen 

BY MORGAN TOMAS 

Small slips of paper were delivered to every freshman in Western Dubuque 

High School this month. On those slips were three very basic questions which, 

when tallied, gave interesting results. Question number one, a freshman favorite, 

read: “What is your favorite thing about being at Western Dubuque thus far?” 

Once recorded and calculated, with 57 votes (36%), Homecoming won. The 

extracurricular activities offered at Western Dubuque were also high in the rank-

ing with 44 votes (28%). The second question of the freshman poll this month 

was, “What is one thing you hope to accomplish by the end of your freshman 

year?” Tallied up and converted, an astounding 72% (113 students!) of the stu-

dents said that grades were their most important goal. And finally, with 70 votes 

(45%), the majority of the 2012 freshman class said that they will be or are in-

volved in three or more extracurricular activities. With the open involvement 

and eager participants in this year’s freshman class, teachers are just as pumped 

as the students for the 2012-13 school year!     

Mathletes rock Platteville 

BY JARRAKA ELSNER 

The Western Dubuque Math Club recently went to the University of Wisconsin 

- Platteville for their most recent competition; it had the biggest turnout so far 

from our mathletes. After this competition, three people are now qualified for 

state: Sara McAuliffe, Jacob Vold, and Jill Wolf.  The Math Club’s next com-

petition is Dec. 1 in Iowa City. Anyone interested in signing up can do so on the 

Math Club’s website: https://sites.google.com/site/wdhsmathclub/ 

 

The Math Club is also selling mixes for baked goods to make money for their 

competitions. There is no set end date for this fundraiser. If interested, just stop 

in Mrs. Vaughn’s room, or find a Math Club member for more details! 
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“The Perks of Being a Wallflower” film 

review 
 

BY COLLEEN HOFFMANN 

 

As a reader of Stephen Chbosky’s novel “The Perks of 

Being a Wallflower,” I was a little hesitant to go and see 

the movie. That is, until I discovered that Chbosky wrote 

the screenplay and directed the movie. The movie captures 

the book’s essence of friendship and hardship. Charlie is 

brilliantly played by Logan Lerman, and his two best 

friends are portrayed by Emma Watson and Ezra Miller. 

This movie encompasses great acting and a great storyline. 

There are moments that are intense, moments that are sad, 

and moments that are entirely “infinite.” Even though this 

movie is targeted at young adults, I believe that anyone 

over the age of 13 will enjoy it. 

The time is now 

BY ABBEY KOERPERICH 

On Nov. 20, 2012, the girls basketball season kicked off 

with a 58-57 win during their home game against Independ-

ence.  “During the first week, the girls’ practices have been 

all about fundamentals and getting into basketball shape.The 

second week of practice was working on defensive princi-

pals, adding offences and breaking down the opponent’s 

strengths and weaknesses,” head coach, Amy Ostwinkle, 

told the Westerner. The girls basketball team has a goal to 

be the Wamac East champs and to improve statistical areas 

from last season. “This year’s team consists of six returning 

seniors. Captains: Madalyn Welty, Paige Koerperich, and 

Brette Correy, [and] other seniors include: Marissa Klues-

ner, Mackenzie Hefel, and Adrianna Welter-Mayne, who 

will, we hope, lead the team to finish top of the conference 

and go far in district play,” Coach Ostwinkle said. Coach 

Ostwinkle also added that her favorite part about coaching is 

the intensity and aggressiveness that everyone brings to the 

court. Plus, she enjoys seeing players mature and improve 

fundamentally through their four years of high school. 

Coach Amy Ostwinkle ended with telling about the night of 

the Hall of Pride scrimmage (a boys and girls basketball 

double header), which was on Saturday, Nov. 24 against 

Cascade High School. Girls first played at 5 p.m., and boys 

played at 6:30 p.m. All money raised goes to the Coaches 

vs. Cancer Organization to find a cure for cancer. Cascade 

defeated the WDHS girls, 32-49, but the Bobcat boys tri-

umphed over the Cougars, 63-47.  

Weight club 

 BY OLIVIA NAUMAN 

Mr. Ben Ressler, the leader of Weight Club, said, “Weight Club is a 

club for people who are interested in staying in shape, getting strong-

er, and building speed!” Everyone is welcome to join his group of 24.  

To become a part of Weight Club, simply meet outside Mr. Jasper’s 

office at 3:15 on weekdays, and “bring an enthusiasm for working 

hard.” The group is expected to consist of 50 or more members by the 

time winter sports begin. Mr. Ressler would also like to encourage 

students who are not out for winter sports to come improve in the off 

season! Let’s get in shape, Bobcats! 

Boys basketball, wrestling, snowboarding 

club, looking for great seasons 

BY BRAD PRIER 

The winter sport season is upon us.  For more information on the 

coming seasons, I interviewed Mr. Wayne Cusick (assistant boys 

basketball coach), Mr. Paul Cleary (wrestling coach) and Ms. Cecilia 

Zangara (snowboarding coach). 

In boys basketball, the state runner-up team of 2012, look for Dylan 

James, Dylan Kramer, Brendan McCoy, Nick Webber, TJ Lake, Ty-

ler McGovern, and Tyler Samson to lead the team to the state cham-

pionship again. Cusick added that the team expects “to play at a high 

level again this year.” The team plans on playing very sound defense 

and gaining control of the ball on offense and taking good shots. The 

schedule for the basketball team can be found on the Westerner web-

site, westerner-wd.blogspot.com, under “Boys Basketball Statistics” 

on the right side of the page.   

The 2012-2013 wrestling team looks to be lead by its four returning 

state qualifiers: Austin Hosch (120/126), Dylan Gansen (138/145), 

Dawson Nemmers (152/160), and Morgan Hall (160/170). The team 

is inspired this year by assistant coach Troy Brown, who suffered a 

stroke during the week of the state tournament of last year and has 

since recovered.   

In snowboarding, look for the team to put up a good fight against the 

three Dubuque schools. Last season, the team finished second place 

in their conference and looks to build off of that. Zangara is looking 

for more team members as well as the seniors to lead the team to 

some gold finishes.  
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Children’s stories 
 

 

BY NIKKI CUPPS 

 

In the Creative Writing and Journalistic Publications class at 

WDHS, students wrote children’s stories. Eleven of them 

were chosen to read to Pre-K through fourth grade classes at 

Peosta Elementary on Monday, Nov. 12, which helped cele-

brate American Education Week. The stories chosen were: 

“The Little Squirrel and the Big Kite” by Nikki Cupps (11), 

“Don’t Be Afraid of Monsters” by Jarraka Elsner (10), 

“Daddy’s Coming Home Today” by Miranda Hogan (12), 

“Dragon Tamer” by Bre Honkomp (12), “Timmy’s Great 

Adventure” by Rachel Jackson (12), “Bernie the Little Ex-

plorer” by Megan Lenane (10), “The Twin Hives” by Olivia 

Nauman (10), “Charlie’s Amazing Adventure” by Cheyenne 

Puetz (10), “Harvey’s Big Race” by Breanna Reisen (10), 

“Peaches and Mango” by Kaitlyn Sola (10), and “Doctor 

Who?” by Brittni Wendling (10). 

 

Cocoa & Carols 

BY MEGAN DEMMER 

Christmas is right around the corner, and the choirs 

are preparing for their competition seasons.  How-

ever, before they begin their competitions, they are 

taking a break to provide enjoyment for the Christ-

mas season.  On Friday, Dec. 14, the vocal music 

groups at Western Dubuque High School will be 

performing Christmas carols for the public’s de-

light. Aristocats and 5th Avenue will be performing 

their competition shows, and the students will 

showcase their talents by singing Christmas tunes. 

There will be raffle items for the public to bid on 

and cookies and cocoa  for Christmas treats.  

An interview with Cassandra Elgin 

INTERVIEW BY KAITLYN SOLA 

We’ve all passed through the halls and seen 

Cassandra Elgin, but who exactly is she? 

Miss Elgin is a paraprofessional and helps 

out students and teachers in our school. She 

loves the one-on-one time she gets with the 

students she helps.  Miss Elgin is a graduate 

of Western Dubuque High School, and in 

2013, she will be graduating from Kirkwood 

Community College with her Human Ser-

vices AA (Associate of Arts). Aside from working, Miss Elgin 

enjoys playing volleyball, going shopping, and thinking about her 

dream vacation to a tropical island, where she can go skydiving 

and scuba diving. Overall, Miss Elgin thoroughly enjoys working 

at our school and loves the students and teachers in it. 

In the photograph to the left, students who 

read at Peosta Elementary hold up their chil-

dren’s stories.   

Front, left to right:  Jarraka Elsner, Miranda 

Hogan, Megan Lenane, Cheyenne Puetz, and 

Brittni Wendling.   

Back row, left to right:  Bre Honkomp, Kait-

lyn Sola, Olivia Nauman, Breanna Reisen, 

Nikki Cupps, and Rachel Jackson.   

PHOTOGRAPH BY GRETCHEN KRATOCHWILL 

Alumni panel helps seniors prepare for college 

BY MRS. DIANNE MCDERMOTT, COMPOSITION INSTRUCTOR 

Fifteen Western Dubuque alumni returned to the high school the week before 

the winter break to share some of their college experiences with the seniors 

in Mrs. McDermott's Composition class.  The WD alumni attend or have 

graduated from the following institutions:  Mercy University, Clarke Univer-

sity, UNI, Iowa, and Iowa State, NICC, Wartburg, and the University of 

Platteville, and South Dakota University.  Students' questions centered on 

buying books, registering for classes, testing requirements, advisors, and 

credit hours.  College life was also discussed regarding dorm living and 

needs, work study, food plans, and campus safety.  The alumni volunteers 

gave up some of their precious break time to help the future graduates.  The 

alumni all agreed that the Western Dubuque High School curriculum and 

teachers prepared them well for the rigors of college. 
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INTERVIEW BY JACOB BARNWELL 

Noteworthy Bobcat of the month 

Jenny Brehm is a junior at Western Dubuque and re-

sides in Rickardsville. Jenny is the daughter of Carl 

and Debbie Brehm. She was selected as the Notewor-

thy Bobcat this month due to her involvement in the 

music department at WD. Jenny plays trumpet, piano 

for weddings and church, tenor sax, French horn, flute, 

and drums. Jenny was also one of the Drum Majors for 

the Bobcat Marching Band this fall season. When 

asked about what she likes most about the arts pro-

gram at WD, she said, “The arts program is a lot of 

fun.” She continued, “You meet new people and get to 

express yourself as an individual.” In Jenny’s free 

time, she enjoys playing sports such as basketball and 

softball. She also enjoys swimming, reading, and lis-

tening to music.  

 

On the first day of Christmas, 

Tri-M gave to me… 

BY EMILY VAUGHAN 

Tri-M is a music honor society that recognizes stu-

dents that excel and improve the music department at 

their school, and Western Dubuque’s Chapter 5558 is 

no different. Tri-M’s last project was Breast Cancer 

Week in October.  They sold bracelets, ribbons, and 

tattoos in order to raise money. This winter, Tri-M will 

be selling music grams and performing in the morn-

ings to raise money for the Salvation Army. For one 

dollar, a Tri-M member will sing a glorious holiday 

tune.  These music grams can purchase d from Dec. 5 

to Dec. 18. Each morning, a Tri-M member will be 

performing in the entrance, and this year a tip jar will 

be put out in order to gain money for the Salvation 

Army. Outside of school, Tri-M members will be car-

oling around Epworth on Dec. 16, dressed festively in 

Santa hats and handing out candy canes. Tri-M is 

looking forward to their latest project and hopes to get 

people into the holiday spirit.  

Senior spotlights 

INTERVIEWS BY RACHEL JACKSON & MIRANDA HOGAN 

Name: Brette Correy 

Age: 18 

Hometown: Farley 

Plans after high school: Go to a 4 year college, major in early childhood 

education, and run cross country and track 

Dream job: Pre-school teacher 

Favorite restaurant: The Crust 

Favorite movie: “The Notebook” 

Favorite actress: Emma Watson 

Favorite song: “Have You Ever Seen the Rain” by CCR 

Hopes for the holiday season: Lots of snow! 

 

Name: Krista Ostwinkle 

Age: 17 

Hometown: Bankston 

Plans after high school: Go to Iowa for radiology and possibly become an 

MRI technician 

Dream job: To be a baker, but I’ll probably do that as a hobby 

Favorite restaurant: Buffalo Wild Wings 

Favorite movie: “The Proposal” and “North and South” 

Favorite song: “How Far We’ve Come” and “Diamond Eyes” 

Favorite car: Chevrolet Camaro and Ford Mustang 

Hopes for the holiday season: Snow for Christmas and to be able to spend 

time with my family 
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Student book reviews 

A review of “After” by Amy 

Efaw 

BY NIKI CLEMEN 

The book “After,” written by Amy Efaw, is about a girl who has made an 

unthinkable choice in her life. The book written from the perspective of 

the 15-year old main character Devon Davenport. She has spent nine 

months in denial of her pregnancy. When a baby is discovered in a gar-

bage can, Devon is accused after she is found hemorrhaging in her apart-

ment. She then becomes a prisoner at a detention center, a place she be-

lieves she should not be in. When Devon goes to trial, will she plead 

guilty, or will she choose to stay in denial? What happened to the baby? 

All these questions are answered when you read this crazy, enticing book.  

 

 

 

A review of “This Lullaby” by 

Sarah Dessen 

BY BRITTNI WENDLING 

In this novel, the main character, Remy, isn’t a typical 

teenage girl. Her life has never exactly been considered 

normal, and she’s had to grow up very quickly. Her father left when she 

was little, leaving her with nothing more than a song he wrote when she 

was born.  On top of that, Remy’s mother goes through spouses like paper 

towels. She has been married four times, and she is taking on the process 

of preparing for her fifth marriage. However, Remy is the one who is 

forced to throw everything together for the wedding, just as she has done 

in the past. Remy has grown up watching her mother’s corrupted relation-

ships, so Remy is used to being in short-term relationships herself. She 

has a pattern of ending romance when things get too serious. Having re-

cently graduated high school, Remy is focused on just making it through 

the summer and going to college. Her plans change when she meets Dex-

ter, a dorky boy who is determined to use his charm to win Remy over, no 

matter what it takes. Unlike the other relationships, Remy just can’t seem 

to let Dexter go. Is Remy finally opening her eyes to what real love is 

centered around? Once you start this book, you’ll have a hard time putting 

it down! 

 

 

A review of “The Hobbit” 

BY BRE HONKOMP 

“The Hobbit,” by J.R.R. Tolkien, is a heartfelt adventure novel about 

Bilbo Baggins. He is a quiet and laidback hobbit whose life changes when 

the wizard Gandalf brings a group of 13 dwarves into Bilbo’s home. Bil-

bo agrees to go on a quest with the dwarves to reclaim what the dragon, 

Smaug, has stolen from them. Bilbo must fight off trolls, giant spiders, 

Smaug, and Gollum. As they journey to the dwarves’ home, the groups of 

adventurers face many hardships that they must overcome together. The 

book keeps you on the edge of your seat, making it hard to put down. It is 

a great idea to read it before the movie comes out on Dec. 14, staring 

Martin Freeman and Ian McKellen. Go ahead and pick up this brilliant 

action-packed novel, and start reading!   

Speech update with Mrs. Broadbent 

BY KAITLYN SOLA & BREANNA REISEN 

 

What is going on with speech right 

now? 

We are in the beginning stages of organ-

izing our team this year. We are starting 

to choose selections to use for competi-

tion. 

Is there an increase of people from 

this year to last year? 

Tough to say, I’m hopeful that we will increase in numbers. 

Right now kids are coming off the fall play, so I’m not sure 

what our numbers will look like. 

What do you do in speech? 

We gather together and use skills like acting, interpreting, 

and writing in order to perform both original and copy-

written materials. The season is divided into large group 

competition and individual competition. 

How does speech benefit a student? 

Public speaking is a lifelong skill. Society today is very 

presentation-based, so students need to be able to speak and 

perform in front of an audience. 

What competitions are you attending this year? 

WAMAC Large Group, District Large Group, State Large 

Group, WAMAC Individual, All-State Large Group, Dis-

trict Individuals, All-State Individuals 

 Who are the captains of the speech team? 

This year, our captains will be Colleen Hoffmann and Justin 

Kluesner. 

Do you recommend joining speech? 

We have a lot of fun, and I recommend that everyone get 

involved with an extracurricular activity. All are welcome in 

speech! 

What type of categories do you compete in? 

Choral Reading, Group Improv, Musical Theatre, One Act 

Play, Radio Broadcasting, Readers Theatre, TV News cast-

ing, Group & Solo Mime, Ensemble Acting, and Short Film 

When do you practice for speech? 

After school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in Room 104. We 

usually practice until 5:30 p.m.   
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Creative writing 

corner 

Freedom Relief  

BY NIKI CLEMEN 

For all those who fight, 

Righteousness that stands, 

Enduring each night, 

Encountering foreign lands, 

Daringly doing what’s right, 

Outstretched hands, 

Making it so you don’t see ‘the light,’ 

Radishes eaten out of cans, 

Easily daydream of a kite, 

Listing to bugle bands,  

In scripture bites, 

Etched in the sand, 

Feeling locked up 

tight. 

 

Snow Days 

BY MEGAN DEMMER 

We race down the stairs in sock-clad 

feet. 

Pressing our noses against the frost 

covered window, 

Hot breath melts the encrusted pane; 

Fingers wipe eagerly to see the won-

derland before us. 

Others would see fat clumps of snow 

falling, making a hassle of everyday 

jobs. 

Not us. 

What we see is the makings of a in-

credible day. 

We pull on our hats and gloves and 

tromp outside. 

It’s time to grab the sleds, 

Winter is waiting for us. 

This time of year… 

INTERVIEWS BY MOLLY BECKER 

What do you like most about this time of year? 

 

Haley Perry: I’d have to say the long breaks because you get time off to enjoy your-

self. 

 

 

 Chrissy Thomas: I like snow days, but I don’t like having to make them  up. 

 

 

 

Austin Ockenfels: My favorite thing is the school play; it’s a reason to stay out until, 

like, nine and just hang out with people.  It’s really fun! 

 

What is your favorite holiday tradition? 

 

Mrs. Bogosian: I would have to say winter shopping with the kids because right 

before Thanksgiving is when we get new winter accessories. It’s exciting for me 

because I get to see them get excited for the weather and the holidays. 

 

Zach Werner: Taking down Halloween decorations. I love putting them up, too! It’s 

my favorite holiday. 

 

 

Ms. Altes: I guess our family at Christmas; we still do it the old-fashioned way. We 

go to church together on Christmas Eve.  After church, we go to our house and invite 

our friends over for snacks.  Then, we wake up early and exchange gifts, and at noon 

we have Christmas dinner. If it’s nice out, we all go for a walk.  Finally, mid-to-late 

afternoon, we play board games. 

 

What is your favorite seasonal food? Why? 

Haley: Turkey, I guess.  It is really the only thing I can think of. 

Chrissy: Pumpkin pie because it is really good. 

Austin: Pumpkin pie. Why not? I mean, it’s just delicious! And, when you put whipped cream on 

top, it’s just Mmm! 

 

What is your favorite Christmas song? Why? 

Mrs. Bogosian: “O Holy Night” because it is a beautiful song and represents the true meaning of 

the season. 

Zach: I don’t really listen to Christmas music. 

Ms. Altes: “Silent Night” by Manheim Steamroller. But only by them because it is instrumental, 

and it is beautiful. 

 

This issue of the Bobcat Bulletin has been brought to you by the WDHS Creative Writing and Journalistic Publications students 2012.   
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Important Dates 

 

                     December 

 5 3-Hour Early Dismissal -  

           Professional Development  

 20 2-Hour Early Dismissal  

21-31 No School (Winter Break)  

 

 

 

Looking Ahead... 
 

February 

 13 No School - Professional 

  Development  
             

March 

 6 3-Hour Early Dismissal - 

  Professional Development 

 15 2-Hour Early Dismissal for 

  Conference Prep; End of 3rd 

  Quarter 

 18 Begin of 4th Quarter 

19, 21  2-Hour Early Out; Parent-

  Teacher Conferences 

 28 No School (Teacher Comp. 

  Day) 

 29 No School (Spring Break) 
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January 

    1-2 No School (Winter Break) 

 10 End of 1st Semester 

 11 No School - Professional  

              Development 

 14 Start of 2nd Semester 

    23    3-Hour Early Dismissal -     

            Professional Development 
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